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Soaring Forward to Explore, Challenge & Succeed

Dr. Jason Henninger Set to Speak 
at 134th Graduation 

his older sister—Amy Henninger—who had 
been born five years earlier in 1965.      
 Because his sister Amy had been 
born prematurely and had lacked oxygen 
after birth, she was destined to struggle with 
lung complications all of her 27 years. Yet 
how fortunate for Amy to be blessed with the 
family of Oscar, Karen and Jason Henninger.  
Without a doubt, the Henningers evolved into 
a family ready and willing to offer their last 
full measure of devotion to meet the physical, 
emotional, and intellectual needs of daughter 
and sister, Amy.  These health challenges 

compelled Amy’s father, mother, and brother 
always to “be prepared” for a medical 

emergency.  Medical emergencies involved frequent journeys 
to Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, as well as 
to Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.  Growing 
up with Amy, Jason remembered, “Because of family adversity, 
we became adept at ‘reading people’s needs,’ and at responding 
almost instantaneously to them.”
 Continued Jason, “Since we understood that we might 
not have Amy forever, we especially treasured the family time 
shared at cookouts and on camping trips.  And thankfully, 
we never felt that we had been short-changed or had lost out.  
Instead, we felt blessed by Amy’s presence.”  Despite chronic 
health challenges, Amy graduated from Tyrone High in 1984 

 At 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 31, 
2018, 136 seniors from Tyrone’s Class of 2018 
will process into the auditorium to the music 
of Edward Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance 
March, to receive their diplomas and to reflect 
on the remarks Tyrone physician Jason Edwin 
Henninger will share as the principal speaker 
for Tyrone High’s 134th Graduation.  Exactly 
30 years ago, in the spring of 1988, Jason had 
occupied the high school auditorium stage as 
a student in the Honor Group, when Tyrone 
High School distributed diplomas to 
186 seniors. Three decades after he
graduated fifth in his class, Dr. Henninger will 
share some insights he has gained from the 
CHALLENGES, the CHOICES, and the CHANCES 
he has encountered in life. 

THE CHALLENGES OF FAMILY LIFE
 For Jason, CHALLENGES arrived fairly early in 
life.  Born on March 31, 1970, Jason Edwin Henninger was 
the younger son of Oscar and Karen (Friday) Henninger, who 
occupied a spacious home at the corner of Adams Avenue 
and Eighteenth Street in Tyrone.  From his early days, Jason 
affectionately remembered his Uncle Donald and Aunt Jackie 
(Varner) Friday, as well as his Aunt Linda and Uncle David 
Cartwright of South Carolina.  Jason also especially appreciated 
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and accumulated 3,500 hours as a volunteer candy striper at the 
Tyrone Hospital!  

THE CHOICE OF A MEDICAL CAREER   
 As Amy Henninger struggled toward maturity in life, 
her younger brother Jason witnessed firsthand the challenges 
that she had endured.  Years later, Jason would comment that 
Amy’s life challenges certainly played a major role in his 
CHOICE of a career in medicine.  Said Jason, “Amy’s struggle 
compelled me to make a simple, straight-forward decision—I 
would choose a career as a medical doctor so that I could assist 
Amy, and also so that I could relieve my parents of some of 
the responsibility for my sister’s constant care.”  Through his 
early years at Adams Elementary School, and in later years at 
Tyrone Area High School, Jason pursued his calling to become a 
physician.
 With deep affection, Jason recalled his “coming of 
age days” in the 1980s as a Tyrone teenager deeply involved 
in academic, athletic, and artistic pursuits at “Dear Old Tyrone 
High.”  Academically, he recounted the debt of gratitude he 
owed to Tyrone’s venerable teacher of Latin—Mr. George 
Everett Wilbur.  As senior high students at Tyrone High, Jason 
and his high school comrade, Steve Lewis, requested that 
Tyrone High provide them with advanced studies in Latin III 
and Latin IV, since they both hoped to become medical doctors.  
Not surprisingly, Tyrone’s iconic Mr. Wilbur rose to their 
request.
 Athletically, Jason recalled an important conversation 
he had with Tyrone’s highly capable basketball coach—Mr. 
Paul Hasson.  One day in practice, Mr. Hasson pulled him 
aside and delivered this assessment, “Jason, even though you 
lack stunning skills in basketball, you surely possess a winning 
attitude and enthusiasm for basketball and track.  Although 
you might sit the bench during some games, your attitude and 
enthusiasm encourage me to welcome you onto Tyrone’s Varsity 
Basketball Team, if you truly desire to be there.”  Reminisced 
Jason, “I am ever so grateful to Mr. Hasson for inviting me 
onto Tyrone’s Varsity Basketball Team, even with my modest 
skills.  Paul Hasson’s offer enabled me to grow in sports and in 
character!”
 Artistically, Jason flourished as a drummer in The 
Tyrone Area High School Band, under the talented direction of 
Mr. Gerald Roberts.  As a percussionist in a high school band 
which numbered over 100 members, Jason had the chance 
to grow as a musician by performing at band competitions 
throughout Pennsylvania.

THE CHOICE OF JUNIATA COLLEGE
 Jason chose to matriculate to Juniata College for two 
reasons.  First, Juniata offered an outstanding pre-medical 
curriculum for the serious student who had embarked on a 
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career path to become a doctor.  Reminiscing about his four 
years at Juniata, Jason noted, “Juniata College helped me learn 
the necessity of time management.  It taught me to navigate the 
sometimes challenging waters of college social life.  It encouraged 
me to appreciate that college often serves as the backdrop or 
proving stage for the role you hope to play in life.”  He continued, 
“At Juniata College, I enjoyed the luxury of college professors 
who took a sincere interest in me and in my studies.  I also learned 
to appreciate the invaluable assistance I received from a 1985 
Tyrone graduate and fellow Juniata chemistry student—Mr. Mark 
T. Woomer—who enabled me to succeed in Juniata’s chemistry 
laboratory.  Mark changed career paths, graduated from Pittsburgh 
Seminary, and become a pastor in the Pittsburgh area.”   
 May 13, 1992, finally arrived as both a day of triumph 
and a day of tragedy for Jason Henninger.  Triumphantly, on 
that day, Jason graduated from Juniata College, and thereby 
completed his pre-medical studies, which signaled that he was 
well on his way toward becoming a medical doctor.  Tragically, 
just 18 hours after his college graduation, Jason’s sister died from 
complications related to her lung condition.  Certainly, for Jason 
and his parents, the dark clouds of losing Amy overshadowed his 
college graduation.  At first, the loss of his sister appeared to render 
meaningless Jason’s medical mission to care for her.  Yet not quite.  
After college graduation in the spring of 1992, in the distance 
shone the hopeful prospect of a medical school in Philadelphia.  
There, he could secure the vital training needed to become a family 
doctor, which would allow him to bring the possibility of healing 
to a hurting Central Pennsylvania community.

As a student at Tyrone High, Jason Henninger (l) made many right choices 
academically, athletically, and artistically.  Those right choices eventually compelled 

his fellow students to vote Jason, along with Jennifer L. Albright (r) as the “Most Intel-
ligent” students of Tyrone’s Class of 1988.  On June 3, 1988, Jason graduated fifth in 
his class of 186 students from Tyrone High. Following high school graduation, Jason 
pursued pre-medical studies at nearby Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania.
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 As we come to the close of another school year, I would like to take this opportunity to 
reflect on the many accomplishments we have realized during the past nine months.  In the Fall 
2018 issue of TyNotes, we shared three district goals.  I am pleased to provide the following update:
  Develop and address resiliency in students and staff – During the 2017-18 school year, 
staff participated in several professional development opportunities aimed at understanding the 
social emotional needs of our students and how to effectively address a lack of resiliency displayed 
by some of our students. We continued to provide intensive supports to students most at risk of 
dropping out of school through our Graduation Initiative program.  In addition, we piloted several 
mentoring programs to provide more personal positive relationships with students. 
 Effectively utilize technology to promote high levels of student engagement, 
collaborative learning, and authentic problem solving – This year we were able to provide 
increased access to Chromebooks in the Middle School.  Every elementary teacher was provided 
an iPad for use in their classroom. We also implemented the use of the CANVAS learning 
management system at the Middle and High schools.  Teachers were provided numerous 
opportunities to develop their technology skills in order to effectively integrate the use of technology in the classroom.
 Improve and strengthen relationships with staff, parents, and the community – Two community discussion forums 
were held on Bullying and the Opioid Crisis.  All of our high school students, grades 9 through 12, participated in a 
Community Service Day aimed at instilling a sense of pride and giving back to the community. We continued to recognize 
staff for their efforts in providing a high quality educational environment for our students.  
 In addition, we continued our focus on improving student performance in literacy and math and providing a safe school 
environment. 
 I would like to express a heartfelt thank you to our staff, school board, parents, and community for their continued 
support of the Tyrone Area School District.  Without the commitment and dedication of all stakeholders, the success 
experienced by our students would not be possible. Have a wonderful summer!!! See you next year!!
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THE CHOICE OF A PHILADELPHIA 
MEDICAL SCHOOL
 In the twinkling of an eye, after the family tragedy 
in Tyrone, a 22-year-old Jason Henninger made a second 
choice to pursue advanced medical studies at Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM).  Without a doubt, 
matriculating from small town Juniata College to PCOM 
would provide Jason with an array of unexpected adventures.  
 Jason recalled his unnerving interview for medical 
school, which typically would have lasted about one half hour. 
“My medical school interview was decidedly shorter than 30 
minutes.  Because my interview proved short, I feared that 
I had failed and that medical school would reject me.  Yet 
what I failed to appreciate was that in the interview, I had 
mentioned that I had attained the rank of Eagle Scout.  For 
the interviewer, the Boy Scout accomplishment sealed my 
fate.  Along with other accomplishments, my Eagle Scout 
achievement guaranteed my acceptance into medical school.  
For that Eagle Scout Award, I owe a debt of gratitude to 
dedicated and hard-working Tyrone Boy Scout Masters—
Thomas Arnold and James Chronister.”  
 Reminisced Jason, “Thankfully, I did not enter 
medical school as a total stranger.  I found myself at PCOM 
with seven college students I had spent four years with 
at Juniata College.  Of course, in an urban area such as 
Philadelphia, this small town boy had to grow accustomed 
to routine break-ins.  My roommate and I did not exactly get 
along, so after the first year, we decided to part ways.  Not 
long after that, my former roommate tragically was shot and 
killed in Philadelphia.”  He continued, “As my weeks at 
medical school turned to months and to years, I discovered 
I could get along with a lot of help from my friends.  And of 
course, the greatest miracle of my medical school years came 
when I met my future wife—Natasha Karanjia.”  Presently, Dr. 
Natasha Karanjia practices medicine in Hollidaysburg, with 
Blair Medical Associates.   
 Concluded Jason, “A native of Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
Natasha was pursuing medical studies at PCOM to become 
a family doctor.  Although Natasha was born in Scotland, 
both of Natasha’s parents counted Bombay, India as their 
city of origin.  For nearly 40 years, Natasha’s father had 
practiced medicine as an Ear, Eye, Nose, and Throat specialist 
in Indiana.  When in my father-in-law’s presence, I still 
frequently sigh and say that I hope that I can be half the 
doctor that he was.  And more than once in my medical school 
training, I have hoped that I could become half the doctor that 
my Tyrone family physician was during those long ago days of 
my youth—Dr. John Allen Ayres.”

THE CHANCE TO PRACTICE IN TYRONE
 Without a doubt, along the road which led to a 
medical degree, Jason experienced both days of grief and 

days of joy.  Certainly, it must have been a day of joy in 1999 
when he celebrated the CHANCE to return to Tyrone as a 
doctor with Blair Medical Associates, along Pennsylvania 
Avenue in his hometown.  In those days, at the turn of the new 
century, a young Dr. Henninger had the good fortune to practice 
medicine in concert with the highly experienced and capable Dr. 
Thomas Mextorf of Blair Medical Associates.  In 2001, Jason 
matriculated to nearby Alexandria, where he practiced Family 
Medicine, as part of the Juniata Valley Medical Center.  He 
remained in this rural Alexandria medical practice from 2001 
until 2003.
 Then in 2003, Jason embarked on a daring medical 
adventure when he established a private medical practice, 
christened Clearbrook Family Medicine, at 863 South Lincoln 
Avenue in Tyrone, behind Epworth Manor Senior Care Home, 
in what had been the Mannino family home.  For 14 years, 
from 2003 until 2017, he maintained a private family medical 
practice.  Reflecting on his 14 years of private practice, Jason 
noted, “I found those years to be sometimes frustrating, and 
yet enormously rewarding.  So many times, when our medical 
practice found itself in need, hard-working people would come 
forward to provide much needed services.”   
 As he expected, when Jason returned to his hometown 
to practice medicine in 2003, he experienced a few setbacks and 
much satisfaction.  Here in Tyrone, he could be passionate about 
his profession.  He could invest in people instead of policies.  
Noted Jason, “As my hometown medical practice evolved, I 
began to hear doctor voices from my medical training remind 
me that ‘sometimes you have to act just like a grandfather.’  And 
always a doctor must pose this question—‘how will you perform 
as a doctor when it is your time on stage?’ ”
 Concluded Jason, “Those questions and many more 
returned to haunt me when I experienced the most priceless 
opportunity any doctor could hope for.  I had the chance to serve 
as a physician for a man who had been our family doctor—Dr. 
John Allen Ayres.”  A native of Huntingdon, Dr. Ayres practiced 
medicine in Tyrone in a double house along Logan Avenue, 
aided by his faithful nurse, Mrs. Shirley Kessinger, for nearly 
40 years. For the past 10 years, Shirley’s grandson – Jason 
Kessinger – has served as a pharmacist, first at Tyrone’s Rite Aid 
and presently at Tyrone’s Community Pharmacy.
 A graduate of Juniata College in Huntingdon 
and Jefferson Medical School in Philadelphia, Dr. Ayres 
distinguished himself as a quiet, unassuming family doctor 
who always made himself available for his patients.  He and his 
wife Janet Ayres raised a family of four children along Madison 
Avenue in Tyrone.  For several decades, Dr. Ayres’ eldest son, 
John (Jack) Ayres, has successfully practiced law in both Tyrone 
and Clearfield.    
 In Jason’s youth, and in those long ago days when his 
older sister Amy needed careful medical attention, Tyrone’s 
Dr. John Ayres made house calls.  What an unexpected joy and 
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privilege, that years after young Jason Henninger and his family 
had experienced the healing touch of a house call from Dr. John 
Ayres, Dr. Jason now could travel to Madison Avenue, and with 
his medical bag and wisdom in hand, pay a house call to an 
aging and ailing Dr. Ayres—a man whose love of life and 
medicine had served as an example to Jason.        
 As a youngster, Jason Henninger grew up across the 
street from Tyrone’s Adams Elementary School.  Every day, 
when he entered Adams School, he had to pass by the Adams 

School Bell, with this inscription engraved on its concrete base—
“SEEK KNOWLEDGE, POSSESS WISDOM.”  There remains 
little doubt that Jason Henninger has spent his life seeking 
knowledge. On Thursday evening, May 31, 2018, as this Tyrone 
family doctor stands to deliver the principal address at Tyrone’s 
134th graduation ceremonies, the CHALLENGES, CHOICES, 
and CHANCES he has encountered in his life certainly will allow 
him to speak to Tyrone’s graduating seniors with wisdom.

District Sets 2018-2019 Budget
 The Tyrone Area School District operates on a budget that is designed to maintain 
current academic, vocational, and fine arts educational programs and offer a wide selection 
of student activities, including one of the broadest selection of interscholastic sports 
opportunities in the local area.  
 Each year, the Tyrone Area School Board faces the tough task of making budget 
decisions based on information gathered by the administration and provided through the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education. The Board must pass a balanced budget with 
revenue and fund balances equaling budgeted expenditures. The District is generally in the 
position of approving a budget prior to the passage of the state budget.  The board and 
administration continue to address some of the ongoing educational needs that have lingered 
for several years in the creation of this budget. For the 2018-19 school year, class offerings 
and class sizes will be addressed by the placement of additional staff in key spots across 
the District. Funding for District programs and operations are received from three primary 
sources including local revenues (taxes), state education subsidies, and federal sources.  
State revenues in the form of Basic Education Subsidy and Special Education Subsidy 
have been increased under the state budget proposal from Governor Wolf.  The state 
funding increase that is projected for Tyrone Area schools totals $60,114.
 With 66% of all revenues coming from state funding or reimbursements, the 
District relies heavily on the state budget for operational needs. State funding design is 
changing for Basic Education. Funding under the new formula allows for a base year 
funding at the 2014-15 level.  All funds received by Tyrone and other commonwealth 
schools subsequent to 2014-15 are up for redistribution each year.  Federal funding makes 
up approximately 3% of all revenues and is targeted to specific programs such as math and 
reading support.   
 In recent years, there has been much discussion regarding the increasing financial 
obligations to maintain the Pennsylvania Employees Retirement System.  For the 2018-19 
budget, TASD is required to contribute 33.43% of all wages to the school employee’s 
retirement system, an increase of 1.61% from the current 32.57%. This is a more 
moderate increase as compared to previous years. However, the overall contribution 
continues to be a major driver in the increasing cost of staffing the schools. This is coupled 
with increases in wages, materials and supplies, and health care costs. 
 In addition, costs associated with cyber charter and charter schooling tuition continue to push expenses higher for the District.  
The TASD will be obligated to pay over $500,000 to cyber charter and charter schools so that students who choose to can attend 
without paying tuition out of pocket. This depletes resources for in-District classrooms.  Accountability and performance results of the 
charter and cyber charter schools remain a top item of discussion at the state level.  In addition to these noted expenditures, the District 
is currently making efforts to set aside funds for capital project expenses that will be necessary over the next few years.
 All of these factors require fiscal accountability, stewardship, and careful planning to ensure we can meet our long-term needs. 

2018-2019 
Budget Facts

Revenues totaling 
$23,786,776 and expenditures 
totaling $25,611,468. Use of 
fund balance of $724,692. 
Transfer to capital project fund 
of $1,100,000.
Budgeted revenues represent 
an increase of 1% and 
expenditures represent an 
increase of 3.4%.
Millage rates are proposed to 
be set at the allowable Act 1 
levels for 2018-19.

2018-19 Proposed 
Millage Rates
Blair: 
6.515 mills  3.4% increase
Centre: 
5.744 mills  1.43% increase
Huntingdon: 
45.535 mills  .34% increase

Budget (Continued on page 6)
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As the budget process moves forward, the board and administration will work to maintain programs valued by the community and, at 
the same time, evaluate spending to limit taxpayer costs.

Budget (Continued from page 5)

2018-2019 Revenues 2018-2019 Expenditures

 

Summary of Major Expenditure Categories 
Instructional Programs - Teacher and paraprofessional salaries and benefits, materials and supplies, textbooks, technology, etc.
Support Services - Guidance, student health services, professional development, administration, library, maintenance,
     transportation, business services
Non-Instructional Services - Student activities, including clubs, athletics, advisors, and coaches
Facilities Improvement - Technical services and equipment
Fund Transfers - Transfers to capital reserve for facility improvement projects and to athletic fund to cover cost of athletic programs
Reserve - Funds set aside for unexpected expenses

Employees Honored for Exceptional Service
 Six Tyrone Area School District employees 

were recently recognized for exceptional service. 
These individuals were nominated by co-workers for 
exhibiting the following characteristics: courteous, 
caring, considerate, cooperative, helpful, service 
beyond expectations, and accommodating.  
 Nominations for the recognition were 
reviewed by a committee that included three 
professional staff members, three support staff 
members, and the superintendent. Recipients were 
invited to a continental breakfast, along with family 
members, board members, and administration, 
where they received a specially designed shirt 
and certificate of recognition.  
 Employee Recognition Award recipients 
are announced every fall, winter and spring. 
Congratulations to our winter honorees; spring 
honorees will be recognized at the end of the school year.

L-R: Congratulations to Winter Employee Recognition recipients Jennifer 
Grieco, Elementary School Reading Teacher; Billie Tate, Middle School 
Custodian; Vicki Beckwith, Elementary School Paraprofessional; Jim 

Coleman, Middle & High School Head Custodian; Sara Latchford, High School 
Special Education Teacher; and Molly Stroup, District Home School Visitor.
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Future Teachers Share Love of 
Learning with Tyrone Community

  In early April, an estimated 350 members of the Student 
Pennsylvania State Education Association (S-PSEA) spent an evening 
at TASD schools to help beautify our buildings and encourage early 
literacy throughout the community.
 Mary Beth Raabe, TAHS Class of 2016, was part of this 
group of college students who volunteered their time and effort as 
part of PSEA’s annual Outreach to Teach program.  Ms. Raabe and 
her colleagues are  currently pursuing education degrees at 
universities across Pennsylvania, and plan to become teachers 
upon graduation.
 The volunteer crew got to work as soon as they arrived on 
campus. Within a few hours, they had brightened school hallways, 
staircases, the library and even the high school gym with dozens of 
inspirational quotes and images to help encourage students to be the 
best they can be.
 “These young adults truly showcased their commitment to 
creativity, innovation and teamwork,” said Cathy Harlow, Superintendent. 
“The best teachers bring these qualities to the classroom. That’s why I 
know the future of education is in good hands.”
 In addition to the brightening school spaces, the group built several small “Free Libraries” that will be placed 
throughout the Tyrone community. Each library contains an array of books for all levels of readers. Community residents 
can borrow the books at no cost and return them to any of the little libraries as soon as they finish reading them.
 Organizations or community sites that would like a Free Library are asked to contact Ms. Harlow at 
clharlow@tyrone.k12.pa.us. or 684-0170, ext. 4123.

Members of S-PSEA add color to the Large Group Instruction 
room at Tyrone Area Elementary School.

This new wall art at the high school promotes 
collaboration and teamwork.

Vibrant colors and images will help fuel the imaginations of 
young readers at the Tyrone Area Elementary School library.
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  The TAHS Class of 1968 is getting ready to celebrate its 50th class reunion 
this summer with a weekend of activities that includes a golf outing, a casual evening 
social, a tour of today’s TAHS and an evening dinner dance. 
 Organizers are looking forward to seeing everyone and hope as many 
classmates as possible can attend events throughout the weekend. Planned events 
include:

 Friday, August 24
 Morning golf outing hosted by Ken Noel
 Evening social at The Bull Pen

 Saturday, August 25
 Morning tour of Tyrone Area High School
 Dinner and dance at Tyrone Elks Lodge

Classmates can find more reunion information at www.tyrone.k12.pa.us. Click on 
the “About Us” tab followed by the “Alumni” tab for the latest updates.

From bottom row to top row: Officers from the Class 
of 1968 included  Susan Albright and Billie Turnbaugh; 

Donna Kirkpatrick and Judith Sweitzer;  Darlene 
McGovern and Linda Langanbacher; and  James 

Hoyne and Gerald Watters 

TAHS School Nurse Retires 
After 30 Years of Service

       By Emma Hoover, TAHS 11th Grade Student, Tyrone Eagle Eye News 
                 Whether helping a sick or injured student or serving up some of her infamous homemade 
       baked goods, Mrs. Julie Patton has been caring for the students and staff of TAHS for the last 30 
       years. Unfortunately for Tyrone, this is her final year as the middle and high school nurse. Mrs. 
       Patton will retire on May 31. 
                “Mrs. Patton is amazing. She tells it like it is and is always willing to help in any way she 
       can,” said Tom Yoder, High School Principal. “She is a team player and does everything at 100 
       percent.  She is passionate about her work and doing things right.” 
         Patton graduated from Bellwood Antis High School and earned her bachelor of science in 
       nursing at Penn State.  She worked at Mercy Hospital in Altoona for several years and taught at the 

        Mercy Hospital School of Nursing before joining TAHS as the school nurse.
 “School nursing was a great fit for my family. I had two young daughters at the time,” said Patton.
 Many staff members note that it is also a great fit for her personality. 
 “For me, Nurse Patton has been a pillar of the school since my years as a student,” said Leslie Estep, Director of 
Curriculum. “ Her ‘no nonsense’ approach has been perfect for helping to determine if students truly needed the nurse’s office 
or were trying to avoid other things, like going to class! Jules will be missed in so many ways.”
 Throughout the years, Patton’s job has shifted to fit students’ changing needs.
 “It seems like there is just more of everything – more chronic health issues, more mental health issues at younger ages, 
more family concerns, more of everything. But there are so many more ways to help kids, too. Also, there is certainly much 
more that is technology-based which can sometimes be a blessing and sometimes not,” said Patton. 
 In her retirement, Patton plans to help care for her three grandchildren, eight-month-old Lena, five-year-old Cooper, 
and eight-year-old Peyton. She will also have more time to devote to her hobbies which include cooking, baking, making quilts, 
and reading.
 While Patton is looking forward to having more time to do what she loves, she will miss all of her friends at TAHS.
 “I think May 31 will be happy and sad for me at the same time. Bittersweet,” said Patton.

Julie Patton
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Longtime Preschool Teacher Retires 
with 28 Years of Service

  By Kaitlyn Plummer, TAHS 10th Grade Student, Tyrone Eagle Eye News 
 After dedicating 28 years of her life to the education of preschool and daycare students, 
long time TAES preschool teacher Linda Klesius will retire at the end of this school year.
 Klesius has taught preschool at Tyrone Elementary for nine and a half years, and for 
19 years before that at the Tyrone YMCA.
 She works hard to make learning as fun as possible for all of her students, incorporating 
her love of science into many classroom activities and hoping to instill a love of learning in her 
young students. One of her favorite parts of being a teacher was seeing her students faces light 
up when they understood a new concept.
 Klesius is also an avid gardener and was part of the community’s Garden Club for 
several years. Her green thumb did not go unnoticed by her colleagues.
 “Daycare staff members were always giving Linda plants to rejuvenate,” said Elementary Principal Amanda 
Kurtz. “Linda has the greenest thumb around. She can make anything grow.  She could name many of the flowers and 
plants that we had in the rooms for students to learn more about.”
 Her dedication and love for her job have left a lasting impact on coworkers and students alike.  
 “Linda will be greatly missed,” said coworker Robin Snider.  “Her love for children and the special and 
creative ways she makes learning fun is very evident. She also brings humor into our day and is a great team leader in our 
daycare program. I am truly blessed to have worked with her.” 
 Angela Diebold, another coworker, agreed.
 “Linda is such a joy to be around,” Diebold said. “You can laugh and talk with her about anything. She’s a team 
player who shares lesson plans and ideas with everyone.  She will be greatly missed.” 
 Klesius hopes to fill her time with travel, gardening and other things. She is also very proud of everything she has 
accomplished, as well as the school she has worked for.
 “I look forward to spending more time in my flower gardens and traveling to new places,” she said. “But I’ll miss 
the wonderful friends I have made during my time spent here at TAES.”
 As she prepares for her retirement, Klesius shared a final piece of wisdom with her fellow teachers.
 “Always believe in yourself,” she said.

TYRONE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Linda Klesius

Thank you, 
Jean Wallace!

 The TASD community 
also extends best wishes to Jean 
Wallace on her recent retire-
ment. She retired in March after 
working nearly 28 years in the 
TAHS cafeteria.  We thank you 
for your decades of service to 
TAHS and to the thousands of 
students you helped nourish 
through the years.Jean Wallace

Calendar Highlights 
May
28               Memorial Day - No School
31        Last Day of School - 1/2 Day Early Dismissals
        Elementary School Report Cards Distributed
        Commencement

June
5             Free Summer Meal Program Begins
7        Middle/High School Report Cards Distributed
12        School Board Regular Meeting
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Running Through the Colors 
to Support TASD

On April 28, 260 runners and their families were covered in 
vibrant colors after taking part in the 3rd annual TASD Color Blast Fun 
Run. Proceeds from the popular Color Run benefit TASD Positive 
Behavior Support programs.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors. We appreciate your support! 

Albemarle
Altoona Curve
American Eagle Paper Mills
Beckwith Buses
Bee Kind Winery
Blair Therapies
Blink of an Eye Photography
Bull Pen Restaurant
Carnegie Science Center
Conner Heating and Air Conditioning
Curry Supply Company
Delgrosso’s
Fullington
Garden Gate Florist
Herr’s 
Image Signs
Kiwanis Club of N. Blair County
Kunzler & Company, Inc.

Logan Beverage
Mac’s Market
Moments Photography
OIP
Pepsi      
Pine Orthodontics
Pittsburgh Steelers
Raystown Transit
Rotary Club of Tyrone
Sam’s Club of Altoona
Sheetz
Spruce Creek Tavern 
Subway
Teamsters Local Union No. 8
Tyrone Elks Lodge #212
Tyrone Hospital
Village Pantry
WB Mason

Congratulations to the Class of 2018!

            The Tyrone Area School District 
community extends its best wishes to 
the 136 graduating seniors of the Class 
of 2018. It has been our pleasure and 
honor to help you grow and develop into 
thoughtful young adults. Congratulations 
on this important milestone and best of 
luck to each of you on your future 
endeavors!
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Who’s New at TASD
Danielle Posnett - Paraprofessional, TASD Daycare Program, TAES
Ms. Posnett, a graduate of Penn State, joins our daycare team at TAES after serving as a 
paraprofessional substitute at TAES for a few years. A current member of the TAES PTO, she’s 
looking ahead to next year and is excited to get to know the children better, and watch them as 
they learn and grow. 

Randy Wilson - Asst. Track Coach, Junior High
Mr. Wilson joins us as the assistant track coach for the Junior High team and as the assistant 
cross-country coach. He earned his degree from Penn State and volunteered with TASD athletic 
teams from 2010-2014. He looks forward to inspiring and training our student-athletes to help 
them reach their full potential.

For Adults Only: Social Media 101
Studies indicate that teenagers now spend up to nine hours a day on social media platforms and that 30% of all time 
spent online is now allocated to social media interaction.  If you have ever wondered how to talk to your children 
about social media, now’s the time.  Join us for a free and informal community seminar to learn more.

 Social Media and Youth Tech Trends for Adults Only
 Presented By: Ryan Klingensmith, LPC, Founder, Shape The Sky

 Review apps, cell phone use, social media use/misuse, setting expectations 
 and discuss ways to talk to young people about using devices wisely.

 When:   Thursday, May 31, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
 Where:  Altoona Area Junior High Auditorium
 Cost:  Free

We look forward to seeing you there!
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